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GCSE English Language Advanced information 

English sets 1-5 only 

English Language Paper 2  

• Reading section:  the two texts for this exam will be an extract from a 

magazine article and an extract from a memoir (letters or diary entries). 
• Writing section: you will be given the option of either writing an article 

or a letter. 

 

English set 6 only 

English Language Paper 2 

• Reading section:  the two texts for this exam will be an extracts from a 

newspaper article and a magazine article.  
• Writing section: you will be given the option of either writing a speech 

or a letter. 

 

English Language 



 

Section B Transactional Writing Task - Conventions 

Below are tips and advice on how to successfully write and structure articles, 

letters and speeches. 

For all types of transactional writing, you should use as many of the DAFOREST 

devices below as you can:  

DAFOREST  Devices 

Direct Address 

Alliteration/ anecdotes 

Facts 

Opinions 

Repetition /Rhetorical questions 

Emotive language/ exaggeration 

Statistics 

Triplets /Rule of three 

Conventions of Articles Examples 
 

ü a clear, original headline 
that is appropriate for the 

topic 

ü a strapline (heading 

beneath the main headline) 

ü subheadings 

ü an introductory (overview) 

paragraph 

Article topic: Climate Change 

Headline: Exasperated Earth – our 

final chance 

Strapline: Unless we change our 

ways now, our planet will never be 

the same again 

First sentence: The world is dying 

and desperately needs our help. 



ü effectively/fluently 

sequenced paragraphs. 
 

Adding connectives, to add to your 
initial ideas: 
Moreover 

Furthermore 

In addition 

Additionally 

Similarly 

As well as this 

Contrasting connectives, to show a 
different perspective or idea: 
However 

On the other hand 

Alternatively 

Despite this 

In contrast 

Conversely 

In spite of this 

 

 

 

Introduction: Sets out my opinions 

on climate change, lists areas to look 

at. 

Subheading #1: Changing our 
lifestyles 
Looks at how we can recycle, use 

paper not plastics and use less water. 

 

Subheading #2: Changing our 
attitudes 
Looks at how we can avoid littering, 

use public transport as much as 

possible, donate to green charities 

and invest in renewable resources. 

 

Subheading #3: Changing our politics 
Looks at how we can put pressure on 

political parties to make changes to 

the law and to how we generate 

energy in this country. 

Conclusion: Sum up about the three 

key areas looked at. 

Final sentence: Unless we do 

something about our environmental 

issues, the consequences could be 

dire. 

 
 

 

 

Conventions of a letter 
ü Addresses 

ü Date 

ü Opening salutation (Dear, To) … 

ü First person narrative 

ü Formal tone  

ü Full sentences and paragraphs. 

ü Closing salutation –  

(Yours faithfully/sincerely)  



 

 

 

 

Conventions of a Speech Speech Sentence Starter 
examples 

Use DAFOREST devices especially direct 

address. 

Write formally 

Clearly structure your ideas 

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, today we 
meet because…  
We live in a world now where… 
This has to change. This has to 
stop.  
Today, we… 
Now, you may ask me how we… 
Well, we will…  
This can be done by… 
Moreover, we… 
As well as this, we… 
To conclude, let me say that…  
Thank you for listening. 
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Paper Physics 1H 8464/P/1H 

For this paper, the following list shows the major focus of the content of the exam: 
• 6.1.1 Energy changes in a system, and the ways energy is stored before and after 
such changes 
• 6.2.4 Energy transfers 
• 6.3.1 Changes of state and the particle model 
• 6.3.3 Particle model and pressure 
• 6.4.1 Atoms and isotopes 
• 6.4.2 Atoms and nuclear radiation 
 
Required practical activities that will be assessed: 
• Required practical activity 14: an investigation to determine the specific heat capacity of 
one or more materials. The investigation will involve linking the decrease of one energy 
store (or work done) to the increase in temperature and subsequent increase in thermal 
energy stored. 
• Required practical activity 16: use circuit diagrams to construct appropriate circuits to 
investigate the I–V characteristics of a variety of circuit elements, including a filament lamp, 
a diode and a resistor at constant temperature. 
 
Topics not assessed in this paper: 
• 6.2.2 Series and parallel circuits 
• 6.2.3 Domestic uses and safety 
• 6.3.2 Internal energy and energy transfers 
 
Paper Physics 2H 8464/P/2H 
 
For this paper, the following list shows the major focus of the content of the exam: 
• 6.5.1 Forces and their interactions 
• 6.5.4.1 Describing motion along a line 
• 6.5.4.2 Forces, accelerations and Newton's Laws of motion 
• 6.5.5 Momentum 
• 6.6.2 Electromagnetic waves 
• 6.7.2 The motor effect 
 
Required practical activity that will be assessed: 
• Required practical activity 21: investigate how the amount of infrared radiation absorbed or 
radiated by a surface depends on the nature of that surface. 
 
Topics not assessed in this paper: 
• 6.5.3 Forces and elasticity 
• 6.5.4.3 Forces and braking 
• 6.7.1 Permanent and induced magnetism, magnetic forces and fields 

Physics - Higher 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Practices 
(remember this links closely to Christian Beliefs and Teachings) 

Role and meaning of sacraments 
The sacrament of baptism and its significance for Christians 
Infant Baptism and different beliefs about it 
Believers Baptism 
The role and importance of Christmas inc. the importance for Christians in Great Britain today 
The role and importance of Easter inc. the importance for Christians in Great Britain today 
Place of mission, evangelism and Church growth 
Importance of the worldwide Church - working for reconciliation 
Importance of the worldwide Church - response to persecution 

 

Christian Beliefs and Teachings 
The 'nature' of God - the oneness of God and the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
The creation of the world - The role of The Father, The Word and the Spirit (must know John 
1:1-3 and Genesis 1:1-3) 
The crucifixion of Jesus 
The resurrection and ascension of Jesus 
Life after death - including: resurrection and life after death; judgement, heaven and hell, and 
their importance 
Salvation (inc. law, grace and Spirit) 
The role of Christ in salvation including the idea of atonement. 

Religious Studies 



 

 

 

Islamic Beliefs and Teachings 
The nature of God -  omnipotence, beneficence, mercy, fairness and justice/Adalat in Shi’a 
Islam 
The nature of God - different ideas about God’s relationship with the world: immanence and 
transcendence 
Revelation and authority of holy books – Qur’an 
Revelation and authority of holy books – Torah, Psalms, Gospels, Scrolls of Abraham 
Nature and role of angels – Jibril and Mika’il 
Risalah and Prophethood – role and importance of Adam, Ibrahim and Muhammad 
The role and significance of the Imamate in Shi’a Islam 

 

 

 

Islamic Practices 
Salah and its significance:  

- how and why Muslims pray including times, directions, ablution (wudu), movements 
(rak’ahs) and recitations;  

- salah in the home and mosque and elsewhere; 
- Friday prayer: Jummah; key differences in the practice of salah in Sunni and Shi’a 

Islam, and different Muslim views about the importance of prayer 
Zakah:  

- the role and significance of giving alms including origins,  
- how and why it is given, 
- benefits of receipt,  
- Khums in Shi’a Islam.  

Hajj:  
- the role and significance of the pilgrimage to Makkah including origins,  
- how hajj is performed,  
- the actions pilgrims perform at sites including the Ka’aba at Makkah, Mina, Arafat, 

Muzdalifah and their significance.  
Jihad: 

- different understandings of jihad: the meaning and significance of greater and lesser 
jihad;  

- origins, influence and conditions for the declaration of lesser jihad.  
Festivals and commemorations and their importance for Muslims in Great Britain today, 
including the origins and meanings of Id-ul-Adha,  
Id-ul-Fitr,  
Ashura. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paper 1 
 
Only 1 Topic has been dropped: System Software 
 
Paper 2 

• No Changes in Paper 2 in terms of Content. Topics remain the 
same. 

• Structure has been changed (2 Sections A and B).  
• Section B compensates for the Programming project (NEA). 

Students will have to answer questions related to programming in 
section B. 
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Paper 1 

• no change (1 hour 30 mins) 

Paper 2 

• Optionality introduced (we answer section A and B – not C).  
• Reduced duration (now 1 hour 15 mins) 
• Reduced overall marks (now 63 for this paper) 

Paper 3 

• Reduced content so exam is based primarily on pre-release 
information booklet and theoretical understanding of the 
fieldwork enquiry process. Students will receive this on 
22/3/22 to prepare.   

• Reduced duration (now 1 hour paper) 
• Reduced marks (overall marks 56 for this paper) 

  

Geography 



 
 

• Full Knowledge Organisers shared with students in lesson 
and on google classroom with specific details and topics 

Sociology 


