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31st December 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Re: Coronavirus update – and school opening in January 2021 
 
I am writing to let you know that we have now been instructed by the Government to stagger 
opening of the school to almost all children. This measure is being introduced to slow the spread 
of the COVID-19 virus. 
 
Monday 4th January will be an INSET day and the school will be closed to all students, this is to allow 
us to plan for the delivery of rapid testing for all of our students and teachers on their gradual return to 
school. Rapid testing will allow us to test staff and students in school and get a response within 
30mins, this in turn will allow us to deliver more face to face teaching safely as we move through 
January.   Please note that this rapid testing is to detect cases where individuals are not 
displaying symptoms.  Should your child be symptomatic, they should remain at home and 
you should arrange a test via the government website as previously. 
 
OPENING FOR VULNERABLE CHILDREN AND THOSE CHILDREN OF CRITICAL WORKERS 
As advised by the Government, we will only open on the 5th January 2021 to vulnerable students, 
those who are looked after students (CLA), those with an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP) 
and the children of critical workers (where requested). If your child is identified as a vulnerable 
student, Mr Lyle (Deputy Headteacher) will be contacting you separately with further details for 5th 
January 2021. If you are a critical worker and require provision for your child from 5thJanuary please 
contact us by email on generaloffice@bishopstopfords.enfield.sch.uk  giving your details, the name of 
your child and a contact phone number so that we can call you to make arrangements. We will do all 
that we can to stay open for the children of critical workers (e.g. NHS staff, police, others in frontline 
services). All other children will need to stay at home, we ask that you do not send your child 
into school to support us in controlling the virus and keeping our community safe. 
 
YEAR 11 ,YEAR 12 (ONE YEAR FOUNDATION COURSES) AND YEAR 13 EXAM CLASSES  
We know how important education is to our young people and we will be providing remote learning for 
exam classes, Year 13, Year 12 (one year courses) and Year 11 from 5th January 2021. Lessons will 
be live streamed and will follow the exam syllabuses. Students will follow their usual timetable on line 
and should already be proficient in accessing their lessons, but if they are having difficulties please do 
contact their Head of Year through Google Classroom. Year 11, Year 12 (one-year foundation 
courses) and Year 13 students will return to face to face teaching in school on the 11th January 2021. 
 
What if my child is due to sit exams? 
All scheduled exams will continue as planned. We will be following strict guidance on social distancing, 
hand hygiene, face coverings and ventilation in this period to ensure your child’s safety. Exams are 
important and our students must undertake them whenever it is safe and possible. Further 
communication will be forwarded by Mrs Robbins (Assistant Headteacher Curriculum) with details of 
exam procedure during the pandemic period. 
 
ALL OTHER STUDENTS  
 
All other students will remain at home until Monday 18th January 2021, with remote learning 
being delivered as of Monday 11th January.  Please note that this is a national closure to help control 
the virus and give us the time to prepare effectively for mass rapid testing. While it is a challenging 
situation, we are not alone.  

Bishop Stopford’s School 
Brick Lane, Enfield, Middlesex, EN1 3PU  
 
Headteacher: Mrs T. Day BA (Hons), NPQH 
 
 



 Telephone: 020 8804 1906 Fax: 020 8216 1760 
Email: headsoffice@bishopstopfords.enfield.sch.uk 
Website: www.bishopstopfords.enfield.sch.uk twitter: @BishopStopfords 

 
I will be continuing to contact you via the letter, text, email and the website as more information is filtered 
through to me from Government. Please do check our communication channels regularly so that you are 
well informed of guidance and are aware of when your child is returning to school.  

If you want to get in touch to share any concerns, please don’t hesitate to do so via 
generaloffice@bishopstopfords.enfield.sch.uk 
 
And remember: if you or your child feels ill and you want to know what to do next, please use NHS 
111 online. 
 
This is as much as I know right now and I appreciate your continued patience as we deal with this 
ever-changing situation. I understand that this latest news will have an impact on you and your family 
and it is far from ideal. I will continue to keep in touch with any updates as the situation develops. 
Thank you for the understanding and the support you have given the school staff as the coronavirus 
situation has unfolded; it is deeply appreciated. I wish you all a Happy New Year. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 

 
 
Mrs T Day, BA (Hons), NPQH  
Headteacher 


