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16th October, 2020 

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope that you are all staying safe and well. No doubt you will have been following the news and the 
updates related to the spread of COVID-19. As of Saturday 17th October 2020, Enfield and all London 
Boroughs will be moving to the HIGH Local Covid Alert level. The following link gives advice from the 
Government on what you can and cannot do within the HIGH Local Covid Alert. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-levels-what-you-need-to-know 
 
WHAT CHANGES WILL BE MADE IN SCHOOL? 
Within the advice the Government states that you must now wear a face covering where this is 
mandated. You can find more information on when and where to wear a face covering in the following 
link. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-
your-own 
 
The World Health Organisation published a statement on 21 August about children and face coverings. They now 
advise that “children aged 12 and over should wear a face covering under the same conditions as adults, in 
particular when they cannot guarantee at least a 1-metre distance from others and there is widespread 
transmission in the area.  
 
Due to the increase of the spread of the virus and our attempts to mitigate against the infection rate, all 
students must now wear a mask inside, but not in the classroom.  
 
Schools and colleges have the discretion to require face coverings in indoor communal areas where social 
distancing cannot be safely managed, if they believe that it is right in their particular circumstances. 
 

On the basis of current evidence, in light of the mitigating measures education settings are taking, and 
the negative impact on communication, face coverings will not generally be necessary in the 
classroom, even where social distancing is not possible. There is greater use of the system of controls 
for minimising risk, including through keeping in small and consistent groups or bubbles, and greater 
scope for physical distancing by staff within classrooms. Face coverings can have a negative impact on 
learning and teaching and so their use in the classroom should be avoided 
 
MAINTAINING HIGH LEVELS OF HYGIENE WITH FACE COVERINGS. 
It is vital that face coverings are worn correctly. Please refer to the link how to put on, remove, store and dispose 
of face coverings to avoid inadvertently increasing the risks of transmission. 

Safe wearing of face coverings requires cleaning of hands before and after touching – including to remove or put 
them on – and the safe storage of them in individual, sealable plastic bags between use. Where a face covering 
becomes damp, it should not be worn and the face covering should be replaced carefully. 
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Please ensure that your child has a cloth face covering in blue or black for Monday 19th October 2020. They must 
now be worn as part of school uniform. You can purchase a re-useable face covering through parent pay. 

Finally, I would like to thank all of you for your support in ensuring that the school remains a COVID-19 secure 
environment. As I write today, we have no reported positive cases of COVID-19 at Bishop Stopford’s School. I very 
much hope that it stays that way. 

Wishing you all a peaceful and restful weekend. 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 

 
 
Mrs T Day, BA (Hons), NPQH  
Headteacher 


