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A Stopfordian Education

This is a school where academic performance is 
central to all we do, but we also seek to nurture each 
student’s spiritual, moral, emotional and physical 
development.  We aim to prepare young people for 
adult life. 

There are three main features of Bishop Stopford’s 
School that combine to distinguish it from other 
schools:

• our focus on the whole child

• our well-established and successful House system

• our commitment to being a Christian community of 
love and learning 

We strive for excellence. Central to our ethos is the 
happy relationships between teachers and their 
students, both in and out of lessons. This inspires 
passion for academic subjects. With a strong 
academic record, we provide a rich programme of 
activities which caters for all interests. 

 We aim that our students should develop their 
qualities of inner strength, ambition, flexibility and 
compassion. We believe that self-discipline and a 
respect for learning are essential for high standards of 
achievement. 

I hope that you will find much to inform and interest 
you within these pages and on our website. However, 
nothing is quite as good as a personal visit and I look 
forward to extending you a very warm welcome.
 

Paul Woods, Headteacher



An Academic Community

How we will help your child to achieve 
their highest potential

We are able to offer our students a wide range of 
opportunities and excellent learning resources which 
enable them to make good academic progress, and 
also to develop as individuals.  Our teachers are 
passionate about their subjects and they ensure 
that students achieve academic results that are the 
passport to higher education and fulfilling careers.  
Mutual respect and a shared commitment to learning 
are the foundations of high standards of achievement 
at our school; we work hard and we have fun too! 

We track the progress that each of our students is 
making as they move through the school.  If they fall 
behind, we take early steps to find out why this is 
happening, and to help them catch up.  
 
We expect our students to be punctual, maintain 
good attendance and behave well in a safe school. We 
help them to develop independence and adaptability 
as they mature and encourage them always to 
develop their academic abilities and interests.

Our students have many opportunities to develop 
themselves through educational visits and 
extracurricular activities. Our very strong Music 
and Physical Education departments have achieved 
national recognition and we have a state of the art 
music recording facility which students use to record 
their own compositions and podcasts.
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“High expectations of what students can achieve promote 
good progress and behaviour” 
(OSFTED 2013)



“Students .... are keen, interested and want to achieve. They 
get on well with each other and their teachers.” 

(OFSTED 2013)
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Sixth Form Centre

Bishop Stopford’s School has always had a sixth form 
so we have considerable experience and expertise in 
the teaching of Advanced Level and other sixth form 

courses.

We welcome all applications since we believe that we 
have something to offer to everyone.

We provide:

• an induction programme, including careers advice 
upon entry into the Sixth Form

• regular monitoring of attendance and work through 
staff review meetings

• regular information on progress through the 
issuing of a report, and a parents’ evening each year

• the opportunity to speak to a senior member of 
staff on matters of particular concern on any Tuesday 

evening during term time

• the opportunity to take a short course, such as 
Sports Leadership, in addition to their main course 

programme

• participation in a varied range of extra-curricular 
activities, including community service

An Education for Life Beyond School

We seek to play a part in the wider world and to 
foster an international outlook among our students. 

Students have opportunities to travel abroad 
regularly and have recently been to China, America 

and France. We also support charities in our local 
area and across the world. 

GCSE students in Year 10 undertake work experience, 
which lasts for two weeks, normally in the summer 

term during which they spend time alongside a senior 
member of a profession which they aspire to join. 

We seek, above all, to give our young people self 
respect, to help them to hold their own in any 

company, to speak their own thoughts clearly and 
confidently. 



A Caring Community

How we will care for and support your 
child 

Bishop Stopford’s School is an enthusiastic and 
friendly place. We pride ourselves on a very high 
level of pastoral care and this is based on trust, 
tolerance, and respect. 

High levels of discipline are an important part of our 
learning ethos.

A Head of Year is responsible for each age group and 
leads a team  of tutors and attached staff. The school 
is also organised into houses. 

 All students belong to a year group, a form group 
and a house group.

The system is designed to:

• develop to the full the potential of all students by 
carefully monitoring of academic progress 

• develop good relationships with parents and carers

• ensure all students are happy and safe in school 

• provide a full range of extracurricular activities 
for students to widen their experience outside the 
classroom.
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“The school is well ordered and safe.” 
(OFSTED 2013)



Our school prayer
Grant, mos this School has been founded to the glory, so it may 
for ever flourish to thy perpetual praise;
livest and reignest our Light and our Salvation,
God ever blest, world without end
Amen
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Our school prayer
Grant, mos this School has been founded to the glory, so it may 
for ever flourish to thy perpetual praise;
livest and reignest our Light and our Salvation,
God ever blest, world without end
Amen

The Year Group

Heads of Year are responsible for the welfare and 
academic achievement of all students within their 

year group, in particular for ensuring that each 
student achieves his or her full potential. They lead 

and organise a team of tutors and attached staff 
to fulfil this function.  Each year group of students 

progresses with its Head of Year through to Year 11.

Heads of Year ensure that your child thrives and 
succeeds in all areas of their school life.

The Form Group

Every form group has a form tutor. Students have a 
close relationship with their form tutor, who will act 

as first point of contact for you if any issues arise.

The House Group

The House system is important to our school and it 
has been part of the life of the school since it 
opened in September 1967.  All students are 
placed in one of our six houses: Coventry, St. 
George’s, Temple’s, King Alfred’s, Trinity and 

Waltham, thus becoming a “Stopfordian” for life.  
We have inter-House competitions in numerous 

sports and cultural activities such as music, drama, 
art, chess and debating.  House Colours are 

awarded for achievement in House activities.  
Our House system promotes community cohesion, 

encourages high aspiration, continues to develop 
our ethos, and most important, celebrates all 

success.
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Each House has a team of House Prefects 
who support other students in the 
Houses by activities such as:

• peer mentoring

• paired reading

• organising students to participate in House sporting 
and other competitions

• playing an active role in Collective Worship and 
Assemblies

• assisting at Taster and New Entrants’ days

• organizing charity events

• helping Form Teachers during Form time

House assemblies take place at least once each half 
term and House points are announced each week 
in assembly.  House points are awarded at sporting 
events such as sports day and students are given 
House points for good work. 

Assemblies and School Worship

Many of our students choose to come to Bishop 
Stopford’s because we are a Church school, although 
we welcome students of all faiths and none. The 
Christian character of our school means that our 
religious life has special significance. 

At the heart of our school is our newly refurbished 
chapel. The chapel is a tranquil space for students to 
pray or to gather their thoughts. Our school Chaplain 
offers prayer sessions in the chapel for groups of 
students and during registration for form groups. 
Prayers are said in the chapel most mornings and all 
staff and students are invited to attend. 
Regular assemblies for house and year groups are 
taken by Senior Staff and Heads of Year.

The school calendar is marked with opportunities to 
celebrate and give thanks.  Regular celebrations of 
the Eucharist (mass/communion service) are held in 
the school, and these give a spiritual focus to all that 
we hope to achieve. 
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A Christian Community
The environment in which your child will 

be nurtured

Our Christian Values

Our school aims:

• to provide a secure, caring and structured 
environment in which all students, regardless of race 

or culture, are encouraged to strive for excellence 
and to develop self-reliance, self-discipline, self 

confidence and to become independent learners 
through participation in a wide range of academic, 

physical, cultural and social activities

• to enable students to learn about the Christian faith 
and their own and develop respect for its values, 

whilst respecting also the beliefs and values of others 
in our society

• to enable all students to develop their academic, 
physical and social capabilities to the highest 

standards, through competition and co-operation 

• to prepare students to enter adult life as active, 
responsible citizens and enable them to develop skills 

relevant to employment

• to help students to develop an understanding of 
our world, a concern for the environment and an 

awareness of the inter-dependence of individuals, 
groups and nations.

Our outlook is based on the central values of 
Christianity which includes a respect for each child 

and their faith, whatever that is. We aim in all we 
do to create a safe and enjoyable place to learn and 

make progress alongside high quality teaching.



Our school prayer

Grant, O most glorious Trinity, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
that as this School has been founded 
to thy glory, 
So it may for ever flourish 
to thy perpetual praise;
Who livest and reignest, 
our Light and our Salvation,
God ever blest, 
world without end

Amen 





Applying to Bishop Stopford’s School

For further information and to find an application 
form, go to the ‘Parents’ section at the bottom of the 
home page of our website and click on ‘admissions’ in 
the menu on the left.

If you have any other specific questions about any 
aspect of life at our school, we should be very happy 
to answer them.   We are a very warm and welcoming 
school and it would be our pleasure to show you 
around and give you the opportunity to see our 
school in action and appreciate how wonderful our 
staff and students are. 
If you wish to come and se e us, please contact our 
Headteacher, Paul Woods, on 020 8216 1764.

Bishop Stopford’s School
Brick Lane
Enfield
EN1 3PU

www.bishopstopfords.enfield.sch.uk
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